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WHAT IS COPYRIGHT?
COPYRIGHT IS A LEGAL TERM DESCRIBING 

RIGHTS GIVEN TO CREATORS FOR THEIR 

LITERARY AND ARTISTIC WORKS.

What are RELATED RIGHTS to Copyright?
These are property rights which developed around copyrighted works   

and consist of rights in performances, sound recordings and 

broadcasts.

Why protect COPYRIGHT?
Copyright is essential to human creativity.  It gives creators incentives 

in the form of recognition and fair economic rewards. Creators can be 

assured that their works can be disseminated without fear or 

unauthorized copying. This will help increase access to and enhance 

the enjoyment of our culture, knowledge, and entertainment all over 

the world.

WHAT RIGHTS DOES COPYRIGHT PROVIDE?

Copyright gives the original creators of works and their heirs certain 

basic rights to use or authorize others to use the work on agreed 

terms.  The creator of the work can prohibit or authorize its:

1) Reproduction in various forms, such as printed

    publication or sound recording.

2) Public performance, as in a play or musical work.

3) Recordings, for example, in the form of compact

    discs, cassettes, or videotapes.

4) Broadcasting, by radio, cable, or satellite.

5) Translation into other languages, or its adaptation,

    such as a novel into a screenplay.
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What is a Moral Right?
Moral rights are the rights of the author to decide whether or not to have 

his name indicated prominently on the copies and in connection with any 

public use of his work. The author of the work has the right to decide 

whether or not to have his name indicated prominently on the copies and 

in connection with any public use of his work.  The author can also object 

to any distortion, mutilation or modification of his work or any derogatory 

action in relation to his work, which he thinks will prejudice his honour or 

reputation.  In Trinidad and Tobago there is protection for moral rights.

Do you always have Moral Rights in your work?
Yes, unless you have waived them by written agreement.

FOR HOW LONG DO YOU HAVE COPYRIGHT 

AND MORAL RIGHTS IN YOUR WORK?

(a) GENERALLY, DURING THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR AND FOR FIFTY
     (50) YEARS AFTER HIS/HER DEATH.

(b) FOR COLLECTIVE WORKS AND AUDIO-VISUAL WORKS:

       published.

       had neither been made available to the public or published before

(c)  FOR WORKS OF APPLIED ART

Can you give away your Copyright?

   all or part of your rights, by agreement.

ALWAYS CONSULT A SUITABLY QUALIFIED ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

BEFORE TRANSFERRING YOUR COPYRIGHT TO A THIRD PARTY.
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Examples of Protected Works
The kinds of works covered by copyright include 

literary works such as novels, poems, plays, 

reference works, newspapers, computer programs, 

databases, films, musical compositions.  Artistic 

works include paintings, drawings, photographs, 

sculptures, architecture, advertisements, maps and 

technical drawings, works of mas.

Works not protected
An idea, procedure, discovery, mere data, text of a legislative nature, 

an official translation, political speeches and speeches delivered in 

the course of legal proceedings.

Can you copyright your name or title?
No, not by itself.  Names may be protected as a trademark, if certain 

conditions are met. (Please see The Trademarks Brochure).

SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT COPYRIGHT

3.



Is Registration of your work required?

In Trinidad and Tobago registration is not required under the Copyright 

Act to obtain Copyright protection.  Copyright protection is automatic.  

No formalities are required as a precondition for obtaining copyright 

protection.

Must you use the Copyright Notice ©?

It is not necessary to use the Copyright notice.  The use of the word 

“Copyright” is enough.

What is COPYING?
It is the act of reproducing or imitating another’s work.

Is COPYING illegal?
Everything that is not protected by an Intellectual Property Right is 

free to copy.
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What is Reprography?
It is the reproduction of written material such as drawings, pictures, 

pages of books, by a process using light rays, photocopying or 

microfilming.

WHEN IS REPROGRAPHY PERMITTED UNDER THE 

COPYRIGHT ACT IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO?

right to 'do, authorise or prohibit' the reproduction of his work.  In this regard, the 

permission of the copyright owner is required for the photocopying of a work  

Private reproduction of a single copy by a person for personal 

purposes;

The quotation of a short part of a published work provided that 

the source and the name of the author is indicated if appearing 

on the work;

Reproduction of a short part of a published work for teaching 

purposes by way of illustration, in writing or sound or visual 

recordings;

Reproduction for face to face teaching in educational 

institutions that do not serve direct or indirect commercial gain 

provided that there is no collective licence available and the act 

of reproduction occurs in isolated, separate, unrelated 

occasions;

Reproduction of a single copy for use in libraries or archives 

provided that there is no collective licence available and the act 

of reproduction occurs in isolated, separate, unrelated 

occasions;

Reproduction for broadcasting, newspaper reporting and other 

communications to the public for informatory purposes.

IN ALL OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS AN OFFENCE 

TO PHOTOCOPY A WORK WITHOUT PERMISSION.
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LEGISLATION
COPYRIGHT LEGISLATION IS IN FORCE IN TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO: VIZ- THE COPYRIGHT ACT, 1997, (ACT NO. 8 OF 1997).

The Berne Convention for literary and artistic works.  Trinidad and 

Tobago joined on 16th August, 1988. Administered by the World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 

The Universal Copyright Convention. Trinidad and Tobago joined on  

August 19 1988.

Convention for the protection of producers of phonograms against 

unauthorized duplication of their phonograms. Trinidad and Tobago 

joined on 1st October, 1988

SSS The Brussels Convention related to the Distribution of Programme 

carrying signals transmitted by Satellite (1974) . Trinidad and Tobago 

joined on 1st November 1996. Administered by the United Nations. 

World Intellectual Property Organization Copyright Treaty.

Trinidad and Tobago acceded on August 28, 2008

World Intellectual Poperty Organization Performances and 

Phonograms Treaty. 

Trinidad and Tobago acceded on August 28, 2008
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Copyright Related International Treaties 
to which Trinidad and Tobago is a party

The maximum penalty for copyright infringement is

Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00)
or ten years imprisonment.
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